
Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

Anmore
Village of

Belcarra
Village of

Burnaby
City of

Coquitlam
City of

Bylaw or Policy Village of Anmore Zoning 
Bylaw, 2004, No. 374

Village of Belcarra 
Zoning Bylaw, 1996, No. 
253

Burnaby Zoning Bylaw, 
1965, No. 4742

In-Law Suite Guide

City of Coquitlam Zoning Bylaw, 
1996, No. 3000

Secondary Suite Guide

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Accessory Suite Accessory Suite In-law Suite Secondary Suite

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites) 

Single Family
Residential Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Residential Zones Single Single Family 
Residential Zone

Type of Suite Located within a
principal building or an 

accessory building

Located within a 
principal building or an 

accessory building

Located within a dwelling  unit 
occupied by the  owner or his tenant

Must be contained 
within the principal 

building and not  in a detached
 accessory building

Number of Suites Allowed Not more than 1 suite per 
parcel of land

Not more than 1 suite 
per parcel of land

Not more than 1 suite 
in any dwelling unit

Only 1 secondary suite is
 permitted in a single 
family residential use

Size of Suite Maximum floor area is 
the lesser of 120 m2 or 
40% of the floor areaof 
the  principal building.  

An accessory Suite within 
an accessory building 

shall not have a floor area 
that exceeds 100m2

Maximum floor area 
75 m2

Maximum of 40% of the 
total floor area of the main 

dwelling unit

Who can Occupy the Suite
(Are there restrictions on who can 
occupy a suite)

May only be occupied by: parents,
 brothers or sisters (and their spouse 

and dependent children) of the 
owner or tenant of the principal 

building.  Also, a person employed 
on a full-time basis to provide 

personal care services to family
 of the owner or tenant.

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building or the 
suite)

Number of Occupants
Allowed 
(Is there a maximum set)

Number of adults accommodated by 
an in-law suite shall 

not exceed 2

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

2 additional off-street 
parking spaces required

1 additional off-street 
parking space required

1 additional  off-street parking
space required

Suites in New vs. Existing 
Homes    
(Policies that set different require-
ments for new vs. existing suites 
- view policies on local government 
websites)

Secondary Suites in homes built 
before July 1, 2000

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building
permit and other fees for suites)

   $500 building permit
application fee

$75 building permit 
application fee;

 $200.91 annual garbage 
disposal fee

Belcarra Fees

$130 application for suite fee;
 $30 annual in-law suite licence fee; 

$190.90 building permit 
application fee

$731 annual utility charge or 
$292 annual utility  charge 
if suite has met all safety 

upgrades;  $70 (plus 1% of the 
value of construction) building 

permit application fee

Notes

mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=
http://www.anmore.com/files/%7BA9BA11FB-DE9E-4199-9549-50C934B5BD01%7Dzoningbylaw_consolidated.pdf
http://www.anmore.com/files/%7BA9BA11FB-DE9E-4199-9549-50C934B5BD01%7Dzoningbylaw_consolidated.pdf
http://www.belcarra.ca/bylaws/vob-bylaw-253_zoning-bylaw.pdf
http://www.belcarra.ca/bylaws/vob-bylaw-253_zoning-bylaw.pdf
http://www.belcarra.ca/bylaws/vob-bylaw-253_zoning-bylaw.pdf
http://burnaby.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=5436
http://burnaby.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=5436
http://burnaby.ca/Assets/city+services/building/Brochures+$!26+Bulletins/Building+Information/In-Law+Suites.pdf
http://www.coquitlam.ca/Business/Doing+Business+in+Coquitlam/Zoning/_Zoning+Bylaw.htm
http://www.coquitlam.ca/Business/Doing+Business+in+Coquitlam/Zoning/_Zoning+Bylaw.htm
http://www.coquitlam.ca/planning-and-development/resources/secondary-suites.aspx
http://www.coquitlam.ca/planning-and-development/resources/secondary-suites.aspx
http://www.coquitlam.ca/planning-and-development/resources/secondary-suites.aspx
http://www.belcarra.ca/bylaws/vob-bylaw-400_fees_and_charges.pdf


Delta
Municipality of

Lions Bay
Village of

Bylaw or Policy Delta Zoning Bylaw, No 2750

Secondary Suites Guide

Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.423, 2010

Secondary Suites Surcharge Bylaw, 2011, No. 427

Secondary Suites Guidelines

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Secondary Suite Secondary Suite

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)
 

Single  Family Residential Zone Single Family Residential Zone

Type of Suite Zoning allows for a suite to be contained within the 
principal building 

with the  exception of  the RS9 zone 
which allows a detached secondary suite, 

known as a coach house

Dwelling unit accessory to a single family dwelling use. 
Must not be detached from 

the principal building

Number of Suites Allowed Maximum of one suite to lot Only one suite per 
single family dwelling

Size of Suite Minimum of 355 ft2 Maximum floor area of 90 m2, not to exceed 40% of 
the total floor area of the building

Who can Occupy the Suite
(Are there restrictions on who can 
occupy a suite)

Boarders and lodgers are not permitted 
in a single family house that contains 

a secondary suite

A registered owner must 
occupy  the principal residence or the secondary suite

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building 
or the suite)

A registered owner must 
occupy  the principal residence or the secondary suite

Number of Occupants Allowed
(Is there a maximum set)

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

1 additional parking space is required 1 additional off-street parking space per swelling unit

Suites in New vs Existing Homes
(Policies that set different
requirements for new vs.
existing suites - view policies on 
local government web sites)

Fees 
(Registration, inspection, 
building permit and other fees for 
suites)

Delta Council has waived fees to provide the first 
inspection of an existing secondary suite (which would 

determine the necessary building upgrades) and for one 
re-inspection until January 31, 2012. This = $250.00 annual 
savings. A $300 utility fee reduction has been approved for 
secondary suites that have a Final Occupancy Permit. It will 

be prorated from the date the permit is issued.

$500

Notes The secondary suite bylaws were adopted July 26, 2010. 
After December 31, 2010 a $200 daily fine will come 
into effect for property owners who have more that 

one secondary suite in a single family dwelling; have a 
secondary suite that does not comply  with the BC Building 

Code;  or have insufficient  off-street parking.

July 19, 2010 Council adopted a new Zoning bylaw 
amendment legalizing the construction of new 

secondary suites after Sept. 7, 2010 and a policy 
regarding how new regulations will apply to suites built 

before Sept. 7, 2010

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building 
permit and other fees for suites)

Notes

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://delta.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=38103
http://www.corp.delta.bc.ca/EN/main/residents/suites.html
http://lionsbay.synaxisits.com/Bylaw%20423%20-%20Zoning%20Amendment%202010%20-%20Secondary%20Suite.pdf
http://files.lionsbay.ca/Bylaw%20427%20-%20Secondary%20Suite%20Surcharge%202011.pdf
http://www.lionsbay.ca/zoning_bylaw.html
mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=


Maple Ridge
District of

New Westminster
City of

North Vancouver
City of

North Vancouver
District of

Bylaw or Policy Maple Ridge Zoning Bylaw, 1998, 
No. 5680

Secondary Suites Guide

Detached Garden Suites Guide

Zoning Bylaw 2001, No. 
6680

Secondary Suites Guide

Zoning Bylaw 1995, No. 6700

Secondary Suites Guide

District of North 
Vancouver Zoning Bylaw, 
1065, No. 3210

Secondary Suites 
Guidelines

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Secondary Suite; Garden Suites Secondary Suites Accessory Secondary Suites Secondary Suites

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)
 

One Family Residential;  
Agricultural; Intensive Green house 

District; Group home; Suburban 
Residential,Strata; Rural Residential 

Strata Zones

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone 

Type of Suite Must be contained within 
the same building as the one 

family residential use

Must be contained 
within the same structure 

as the single dwelling 

Must be located in 
the  principal structure on 

the site. 
Coach houses

 are  also permitted.

Suite designated within a 
single family residential 

zone

Number of Suites Allowed Limited to one per lot No house may contain 
more than one secondary 

suite

Only 1 suite per single 
family dwelling

Only 1 suite per single 
family dwelling

Size of Suite Minimum floor area of 37 m2 and 
a maximum floor  area of 90 m2, 

not to exceed 40% of the total floor 
area 

of the building

Minimum 350 sf and
 maximum 968 sf,  not to 
exceed 40% of the total 

floor area of the building

Maximum size of the 
lesser of 90 m2 or 40% of
 thetotal habitable floor 

space of the house

Maximum size of the lesser 
90 m2 or 40% of the total 

habitable floor space of the 
house

Who can Occupy the Suite
(Are there restrictions on who can 
occupy a suite)

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building 
or the suite)

Either the dwelling unit or the
 secondary suite must be occupied 

by the  registered owner

Either the dwelling unit or 
the secondary suite must be  
occupied by the registered 
owner. This is also the case 

for a coach house.

Either the dwelling unit 
or the secondary suite 

must be occupied by the 
registered owner. This is 
also the case for a coach 

house.

Number of Occupants Allowed
(Is there a maximum set)

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

1 additional off-street parking 
space per dwelling unit

1 additional off-street 
parking space per dwelling 

unit required

1 additional off-street  
parking space 

per dwelling unit

1 additional off-street 
parking space per dwelling 

unit

Suites in New vs Existing Homes
(Policies that set different
requirements for new vs.
existing suites - view policies on 
local government web sites)

 New secondary suites checklist

Garden suites

Secondary Suites in homes 
built before July 6, 1998

Secondary Suites in homes 
built on or after July 6, 

1998

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building 
permit and other fees for suites)

$30.25 inspection paper work fee; 
$73.40 inspection registration fee; 
$250 suite registration fee; Annual 

water and sewer charges for a 
home with a suite are doubled

Level-A Accessory Coach 
House Development Permit: 

$500.

Notes
Coach Houses permitted in 

some zones

Coach Houses

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Mayor~and~Council/pdfs/Bylaws~and~Regulations/bylaw_5680-1998.pdf
http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Mayor~and~Council/pdfs/Bylaws~and~Regulations/bylaw_5680-1998.pdf
http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Mayor~and~Council/pdfs/Policies/policy_6.14.pdf#search=%22secondary%20suite%22
http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Planning/pdfs/garden_suites_adopted_regulations.pdf#search=%22New%20secondary%20suites%22
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/100%20Introduction%285%29.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/100%20Introduction%285%29.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/residents/property_improvement/secondary_suites
http://www.cnv.org/c//data/1/84/Zoning%20Bylaw%206700,1995.pdf
http://www.cnv.org/c/DATA/2/83/SECONDARY%20SUITES.PDF
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/Bylaws/3210.pdf
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/Bylaws/3210.pdf
http://www.dnv.org/upload/documents/Bylaws/3210.pdf
http://www.dnv.org/article.asp?c=330
http://www.dnv.org/article.asp?c=330
http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Licences~Permits~Bylaws/pdfs/Suites~and~TRUs/newsuite_checklist.pdf#search=%22New%20secondary%20suites%22
http://www.mapleridge.ca/assets/Default/Planning/pdfs/garden_suites_adopted_regulations.pdf#search=%22New%20secondary%20suites%22
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Pre_1998_Houses.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Pre_1998_Houses.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Pre_1998_Houses.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Post_1998.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Post_1998.pdf
http://www.newwestcity.ca/database/rte/Design_Standards_Form_Post_1998.pdf
http://www.cnv.org/server.aspx?c=2&i=320
mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=


Pemberton
Village of

Pitt Meadows
City of

Port Coquitlam
City of

Port Moody
City of

Bylaw or Policy Village of Pemberton, 
Zoning Bylaw 2001, No. 
466

Land Use Bylaw, 
2001, No. 1250

Zoning Bylaw, 1987, No. 2240

Secondary Suite Guide

City of Port Moody Zoning 
Bylaw, 1998, No. 1890

Secondary Suite Guide

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Accessory Suite In-Law Suite Secondary Suite Secondary Suite

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)

Residential Zone;
Agricultural Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Single Family Residential Zone 
( except in the 

Riverwood neighborhood);
Agricultural Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone; 
Comprehensive 

Development Zone

Type of Suite Must be located 
within a principal 

building,  not within an 
accessory building

Suite located within a
 dwelling unit in a

 building for single family
 residential use

Suite loacted within a one 
family residential zone

Suite must be located within 
the same real estate entity as 

the principal residence

Number of Suites Allowed Not more than 1 
accessory suite is permitted 

on a parcel of land

Only 1 in-law suite 
permitted in a dwelling unit

1 suite permitted within 
a building for one family 

residential use containing 
only 1 other dwelling

Suite shall be located within 
a building of residential 

occupancy containg only 1 
other dwelling unit

Size of Suite Maximum floor area of 
75 m2

Suite shall not occupy 
more than 40% of the habitable 
floor area of the dwelling unit

Maximum floor space not 
exceeding 90 m2 or 40% of 

the total habitable floor space 
of the house

Maximum floor space not 
exceeding 90 m2 or 40% 

of the total habitable floor 
space of the house

Who can Occupy the Suite
(Are there restrictions on who
can occupy a suite)

May be occupied by parents, 
grandparents, brothers or sisters 

(and their spouse) of the head 
of the family occupying the 

dwelling unit in which the in-law 
suite is located. 

Physically handicapped persons 
may also occupy the suite

Owner Occupation 
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building or the 
suite)

A dwelling unit in which an 
in-law suite is located shall be 

owner occupied

Number of Occupants Allowed 
(Is there a maximum set)

No more than 3 persons shall 
use or occupy an in-law suite

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for
 the suite)

1 additional off-street 
parking space per dwelling 

unit required

1 additional off-street parking 
space per dwelling unit required

1 additional off-street parking 
space per dwelling unit 

required

Suites in New vs. Existing Homes 
(Policies that set different 
requirements for new vs. existing 
suites - view policies on local govern-
ment websites)

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building
permit and other fees for suites)

Building permit
application fee charged 

according to square 
footage; $642.15 annual 

sewer rate per suite; 
$484.95 annual 

water rate per suite

Building permit fee is 1% 
of construction value; 
$260 application fee

Building permit application 
fee is based on the value 

of construction; additional 
garbage collection fees apply 

to a home suite; $251.88 
annual sewer fee; $260.98 
annual water charge unless 
occupied by a relative of the 

owner or a caregiver

A deposit fee is paid at time 
of application; the permit 
fee is based on calculated 

construction value; a damage 
bond may also be required;  
$115 for business licence; 

$115 room rental fee; $347 
water and $333 sewer 

annually

Notes

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://www.pemberton.ca/media/9543/466_zoning_bylaw_with_amendments.pdf
http://www.pemberton.ca/media/9543/466_zoning_bylaw_with_amendments.pdf
http://www.pemberton.ca/media/9543/466_zoning_bylaw_with_amendments.pdf
http://www.pittmeadows.bc.ca/assets/Bylaws/1250%20-%20Land%20Use%20Bylaw-Revised%20March%202007.pdf
http://www.pittmeadows.bc.ca/assets/Bylaws/1250%20-%20Land%20Use%20Bylaw-Revised%20March%202007.pdf
http://www.portcoquitlam.ca/__shared/assets/Zoning_Bylaw_22404557.pdf
http://www.portcoquitlam.ca/__shared/assets/Guide_to_Secondary_Suites2709.pdf
https://portmoody.civicweb.net/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=3380
https://portmoody.civicweb.net/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=3380
http://www.cityofportmoody.com/City+Hall/Bylaws/Zoning+Bylaw+%28Consolidated%29.htm
http://www.cityofportmoody.com/City+Hall/Bylaws/Zoning+Bylaw+%28Consolidated%29.htm
http://www.portmoody.ca/index.aspx?page=409
mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=


Richmond
City of

Squamish
District of

Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Area  
A & B

Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District 
Area C

Bylaw or Policy Richmond Zoning and 
Development Bylaw, 2009, 
No. 8500

Secondary Suites Guide

Squamish Zoning Bylaw, 1995, 
No. 1342

Squamish-Lillooet 
Regional District 
Zoning Bylaw, 1999, 
No. 670

Squamish-Lillooet 
Regional District 
Zoning Bylaw, 2002, 
No. 765

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Secondary Suite Secondary Suite Secondary Suite Secondary Suite

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)
 

Single Family Residential
Zone; Agricultural Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Single Family 
Residential Zone

Type of Suite Suite must be completely
enclosed within the same 

building as the dwelling unit and not 
in a detached 

accessory building

Suite located within 
a family dwelling unit

Suite located within 
in a single dwelling 

Suite located within 
in a single dwelling 

Number of Suites Allowed 1 secondary suite allowed
per one family dwelling

1 suite allowed per single family 
dwelling 

and per townhouse

1 suite allowed per 
single dwelling 

1 suite allowed per 
single dwelling 

Size of Suite Maximum floor space not exceeding 
90 m2 or 40% of the total habitable 

floor space of the house

Maximum floor space not 
exceeding 90 m2 or 40% of the 
total inhabitable floor space of 
the house. Above a garage in 

a detached accessory building, 
maximum gross floor area of the 

suite is 51 m2 (550 sq ft); In a 
principal dwelling maximum floor 
space of 65 m2 (700 sq. feet) or 

40% of the gross floor area of the 
building, whichever is less.

Maximum floor area of 
75 m2 or less

Maximum floor area of 
75 m2 or less

Who can Occupy the Suite
(Are there restrictions on who
can occupy a suite)

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy
either the principal building or
the suite)

Number of Occupants Allowed
(Is there a maximum set)

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

1 additional off-street parking space 
required on a lot fronting on an 

arterial road

1 additional off-street parking 
space per dwelling required

1 additional off-street 
parking space per 
dwelling required

1 additional off-street 
parking space per 
dwelling required

Suites in New vs. Existing Homes
(Policies that set different
requirements for new vs. existing 
suites - view policies on local govern-
ment websites)

Existing Secondary Suite, Section 5.4 
of Zoning Bylaw

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building 
permit and other fees for suites)

Building permit application fee equal 
to 50% of the building permit fee 
(see bylaw for calculations of fee 
amount). Before submitting plans 

the applicant is to request an on-site 
inspection of the premises.  A fee 
of $110 is payable for a Building & 

Plumbing/Gas Inspector to conduct 
the on-site inspection.

Minimum plan 
processing fee $75

Minimum building 
permit application 

fee of $105

Minimum building 
permit application 

fee of $105

Notes
Coach Houses, Section 8.3 of Zoning 

Bylaw

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/bylaws/zoningbylaw8500/about8500.htm
http://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/bylaws/zoningbylaw8500/about8500.htm
http://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/bylaws/zoningbylaw8500/about8500.htm
http://www.richmond.ca/cityhall/bylaws/zoningbylaw8500/about8500.htm
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/building_2217698.pdf
https://squamish.civicweb.net/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=69596
https://squamish.civicweb.net/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=69596
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BFF299A6D-4DF5-44CA-A52B-E9E0A84F0B54%7DZBL%20670%20Consolidated%20up%20to%20BL1093.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BFF299A6D-4DF5-44CA-A52B-E9E0A84F0B54%7DZBL%20670%20Consolidated%20up%20to%20BL1093.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BFF299A6D-4DF5-44CA-A52B-E9E0A84F0B54%7DZBL%20670%20Consolidated%20up%20to%20BL1093.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BFF299A6D-4DF5-44CA-A52B-E9E0A84F0B54%7DZBL%20670%20Consolidated%20up%20to%20BL1093.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BBE0D35BC-5308-4D23-B610-B9F68F7EEE96%7DZB765%20(Volume%20I%20-%20Part%20up%20to%2016.8%20consolidated%20to%20include%20Bylaw%201128).pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BBE0D35BC-5308-4D23-B610-B9F68F7EEE96%7DZB765%20(Volume%20I%20-%20Part%20up%20to%2016.8%20consolidated%20to%20include%20Bylaw%201128).pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BBE0D35BC-5308-4D23-B610-B9F68F7EEE96%7DZB765%20(Volume%20I%20-%20Part%20up%20to%2016.8%20consolidated%20to%20include%20Bylaw%201128).pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7BBE0D35BC-5308-4D23-B610-B9F68F7EEE96%7DZB765%20(Volume%20I%20-%20Part%20up%20to%2016.8%20consolidated%20to%20include%20Bylaw%201128).pdf
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/SpecificUseRegs24224.pdf
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/SpecificUseRegs24224.pdf
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/RCH24193.pdf
mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=


Squamish-Lillooet
Regional District Area D

Sunshine Coast
Regional District A

Sunshine Coast
Regional District B,D,E &F

Bylaw or Policy Squamish-Lillooet Regional 
District Zoning Bylaw, 1994, 
No. 540

Sunshine Coast Zoning Bylaw, 
1990, No.337 (Area A)

Sunshine Coast Zoning Bylaw, 
1987, No.310 (Area B, D, E & F)

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Secondary Suite Auxiliary Dwelling Unit Auxiliary Dwelling Unit

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)

Brittania Beach 
Residential One Zone

On parcels exceeding 2,000 m2; 
Residential One Zone; Residential 

Two Zone 
On Parcels exceeding 3,500 m2;
Country Residential One Zone; 

Rural One Zone

On parcels exceeding  2,000 m2; 
Residential One Zone; Residential 
Two Zone; on parcels exceeding 

3,500 m2; 
Country Residential One Zone; 

Rural One Zone

Type of Suite Suite located within 
a single dwelling

Cottage or suite Cottage or suite

Number of Suites Allowed 1 suite allowed per 
single dwelling 

1 cottage or suite 1 cottage or suite

Size of Suite Maximum floor area of
 75 m2 or less

Maximum floor area
of 55 m2

Maximum floor area
of 55 m2

Who can Occupy the Suite 
(Are there restrictions on who
can occupy a suite)

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building or the 
suite)

Number of Occupants Allowed
(Is there a maximum set)

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

1 additional off-street parking 
space per 

dwelling required

1 additional off-street parking 
space per dwelling required

1 additional off-street parking 
space required per dwelling unit

Suites in New vs Existing Homes
(Policies that set different
requirements for new vs. existing 
suites - view policies on local govern-
ment websites)

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building 
permit and other fees for suites)

Minimum building 
permit application 

fee of $105

$500 processing fee; 
$166.92 annual water charge 

per dwelling unit

Notes

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7B0153BED1-2C7B-4F53-B542-6C2EDEB3DCA3%7DCZB540%20(Consolidated%20to%20inclued%20Bylaw%201131)%20Feb%202011.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7B0153BED1-2C7B-4F53-B542-6C2EDEB3DCA3%7DCZB540%20(Consolidated%20to%20inclued%20Bylaw%201131)%20Feb%202011.pdf
http://slrd.iwebez.com/files/%7B0153BED1-2C7B-4F53-B542-6C2EDEB3DCA3%7DCZB540%20(Consolidated%20to%20inclued%20Bylaw%201131)%20Feb%202011.pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Community/Planning/Bylaws/337%20October%2013%202011%20Consolidation(4).pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Community/Planning/Bylaws/337%20October%2013%202011%20Consolidation(4).pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Community/Planning/Bylaws/2012-06-28%20Bylaw%20310%20Consolidation.pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Community/Planning/Bylaws/2012-06-28%20Bylaw%20310%20Consolidation.pdf
http://www.scrd.ca/files/File/Community/Planning/Bylaws/2012-06-28%20Bylaw%20310%20Consolidation.pdf
mailto:hpermut%40rebgv.org?subject=


Vancouver
City of

West Vancouver
District of

Whistler
Resort Municipality of

Bylaw or Policy Zoning and Development Bylaw, 1997, No. 3575

Secondary Suites Guide

Secondary Suite Inspection Fee Byalw, 1989, No. 6553

Zoning Bylaw, 1968, 2000

Secondary Suite Program

Zoning and parking Bylaw, 1983, 
No. 303

“Suite” Defined
(What term is used)

Secondary Suite Secondary Suite Auxiliary Residential Dwelling Unit

Zoning
(Which zoning areas allow suites)

Secondary Suites are permitted in all single-family 
and multi-family areas. In 2009, zoning changes  were 

approved for secondary suites within apartments in major 
commercial areas, the Downtown  and  South East False 

Creek.  Laneway housing: In 2009 laneway housing in 
single-family areas 

Single and multi-family 
residential zone

Single-Family  Residential; 
Rural Resource; 
Tourist  Pension 

(Bed & Breakfast); and 
Institutional (Church) Zones

Type of Suite A suite is a dwelling other than the proncipal dwelling, 
located in single detached, attached, duplex and 

condominiums; laneway  housing in  single family areas

A dwelling unit accessory to 
a single -family or two- family 

dwelling

In the Rural Resource and Tourist 
Pension Zones: the dwelling 

unit must be contained within a 
principal residential building.In 

the Residential and Insti tutional 
Zones the dwelling unit can be in 
either the principal building or an 

auxiliary building

Number of Suites Allowed Allowed to have 1 suite in every detached single family 
home

Not more than 1 in-law suite 
shall be permitted in any 

single family dwelling

Size of Suite Minimum 400 sq. ft. and maximum 1,000 sq ft, not to 
exceed 30% of the gross floor area of the dwelling.

Minimum floor area of 20m2 
and a maximum of either 

90m2 or 40% of the total floor 
area of the building, excluding 

garage space, whichever is 
less. 

90 m2 maximum

Who can Occupy the Suite 
(Are there restrictions on who
can occupy a suite)

Owner Occupation
(Is the owner required to occupy 
either the principal building or the 
suite)

The principal dwelling unit 
shall be occupied by the 

owner

Number of Occupants Allowed
(Is there a maximum set)

Parking Requirements
(Additional off-street parking for 
the suite)

Homes built before April 20, 2004: 1 on-site parking 
space. Homes built on/after April 20, 2004: 2 on-site 
parking spaces (one for primary dwelling and one for 

suite)

1 additional off-street
parking space required

1 off-street parking space required 
per dwelling unit

Suites in New vs Existing Homes
(Policies that set different
requirements for new vs. existing 
suites - view policies on local govern-
ment websites)

Fees
(Registration, inspection, building 
permit and other fees for suites)

2011 Fees: One time inspection and permit fees as 
follows: Special Inspection $152 (plus HST); Combined 
Development & Building Permit from $648; Electrical 

Permit from $57; Plumbing Permit from $142; Gas Permit 
from $149. Annual Business License $60; One-time fee for 
new applications $50; Additional fees Water $165; Sewer 

$87; Recycling $23

$400 application fee; $350 
annual renewal fee

$750 development permit fee

Notes $152 for a special inspection of a suite within 60 days of 
the notification date; $456 for a special inspection after 
60 days from the notification date. A special inspection 

is required to determine what needs to be upgraded in a 
secondary suite.

Secondary Suites FAQs

Secondary Suites bylaws and policies  (Updated July 2012)
Twenty-two local governments and one regional district in the Board’s area have a secondary suite bylaw or policy which 
includes restrictions. Minimum requirements for secondary suites are covered in the BC Building Code, Section 9.36. This matrix 
provides and overview and is for your reference. Please refer to the bylaw or policy for more information. Double click on each 
bylaw to open a new web page to view the full bylaw. 
If you have questions, please contact  Harriet Permut, Manager, Government Relations at hpermut@rebgv.org or 604.730.3029.

http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/bylaws/zoning/zon&dev.htm
http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/bylaws/zoning/zon&dev.htm
http://vancouver.ca/commsvcs/licandinsp/compliance/bylawadmin/pdf/sspguide.pdf
http://vancouver.ca/bylaws/6553c.pdf
http://www.westvancouver.ca/uploadedFiles/Your_Government/Agendas_and_Minutes/2009/December/09dec18-5.PDF
http://www.westvancouver.ca/Residents/Level3.aspx?id=25584&utm_source=redirect&utm_campaign=secondarysuite
http://www.whistler.ca/images/stories/PDF/Bylaw/Website_Bylaw%20303_January%202010.pdf
http://www.whistler.ca/images/stories/PDF/Bylaw/Website_Bylaw%20303_January%202010.pdf
http://westvancouver.ca/uploadedFiles/Bylaws_and_Licenses/Permits_and_Licenses/FAQ_S_FOR_SECONDARY_SUITES.PDF

